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How much independence does scientific policy 
advice need – and how much can it afford? 
When does evidence become a political 
argument, and when does expertise remain 
without consequence? This special issue brings 
together contributions from Austria, Germany, 
Spain, Switzerland, South Africa and the EU that 
get to the bottom of these questions – 
historically, institutionally and systemically. At its 
centre are advisory councils and evaluation 
systems: their origins, their evolution, and their 
often contradictory roles at the interface of 
science and politics. The findings are as sobering 
as they are illuminating: neither maximum 
autonomy nor close alignment with the political 
process guarantees impact. What remains is the 
need to continuously recalibrate this balance – 
and that is precisely what this issue sets out to 
explore.



Ausgangsfragen und Ergebnisse

Ausgangsfragen
1. „Shifts in role of advisory 

councils“
2. „Changes in demands to 

evaluation practices“
3. „Novel advisory formats, new 

institutional arrangements“

Ergebnisse – welche Beiträge?
- Development of advisory councils in 

historical perspective
- Adaptation of advisory councils to 

new demands
- Governance models affecting 

interplay between councils, 
evaluation organisations, and 
policymakers

- Different types of science-for-policy 
ecosystems 3
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Zusammenfassung #1

Councils in Science and Research 
Policy Advice
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Zusammenfassung #2a

Ecosystems of Scientific Advice
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Zusammenfassung #2b

Ecosystems of Scientific Advice



7

Ausblick SIP-Talks

19. Okt.: Jakob Kofler
„Kausalanalysen“

18. Nov.: Mario Scharfbillig
„Fractured Reality“
  

  


